
 
 
Some Facts about Hong Kong 

Hong Kong is a popular tourist destination in southeastern Asia, with a mixture of Eastern and 
Western cultural influences. It has four main areas: Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, the New 
Territories and a group of smaller islands. The words Hong Kong mean “Fragrant Harbor,” so 
named because of its deep-water harbor, which has contributed to Hong Kong’s success as a 
center for international trade and finance. 

Geography 

At a little more than 420 square miles, Hong Kong is about six times the size of Washington, 
D.C. It lies between mainland China and the South China Sea. It is comprised of more than 200 
islands, with terrain that varies from steep mountains to flat lowlands. 

Climate 

Hong Kong is subject to typhoons and has yearly monsoons, with rainy, hot weather beginning 
in spring and lasting through the summer. The winters are humid, mild and cool. 

Life Expectancy 

The average life expectancy in Hong Kong is just more than 81 years, which ranks it the sixth 
highest in the world. For comparison, the United States is ranked 50th, with a life expectancy of 
78 years. 

People 

The population of Hong Kong numbers more than 7 million people, with 95 percent of the 
population of Chinese descent and a small percentage of Filipino or Indonesian descent. 

Language 

The official languages of Hong Kong include English and the Cantonese dialect of Chinese. 

Religion 

Ten percent of the population of Hong Kong is Christian, while the remaining 90 percent 
practice Buddhism, Taoism or other local religions. 

History 

After defeating China in the Opium Wars, The United Kingdom was given control over Hong 
Kong in 1842. Under British control, Hong Kong grew into an important trade, banking and 
finance center for all of Asia. The Chinese government regained control over Hong Kong in 
1997, awarding Hong Kong status as a Special Administrative Region. 

Government 

The government of Hong Kong is based on English Common Law and is a limited democracy. 
While the People’s Republic of China maintains control over its foreign and defense policies, 
Hong Kong is allowed freedom of governance in its financial and social affairs. 

Economy 

Hong Kong maintains a free market economy and serves as a conduit for many of mainland 
China’s financial interactions with the rest of the world. Hong Kong has a large service economy 
specializing in international business, banking, trade and tourism. 



Exports 

Hong Kong has few natural resources to export. Its main exports are electronic goods, watches 
and clocks and textiles, such as clothing and footwear. 
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Geography 
Area: 1,092 sq km 
A mountainous peninsula and 230 islands on the coast of Guangdong Province. 
Population: 7,069,378    Annual Growth: 0.54% 
Urbanites: 100%  
HDI Rank: 24 of 182 (UN Human Development Reports 2009) 

Peoples 
Peoples: 11 (36% unreached) All peoples 
Unreached Peoples Prayer Card 

 
Official language: Chinese and English (about 38% speak English); Cantonese is the 
established local dialect, but Putonghua (Mandarin) is increasingly common and 
influential 

Religion 
Largest Religion: Chinese 

Religion                 Pop % Ann Gr 

Christians 877,310 12.41 0.2 

Evangelicals 434,079 6.1 1.4 

Chinese 4,211,228 59.57   
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http://joshuaproject.net/countries/hk
http://joshuaproject.net/assets/media/prayer-cards/en/prayercards-country-hk-en.pdf
http://www.operationworld.org/node/570
http://www.operationworld.org/node/570


Challenges for Prayer 
Christian leadership is in short supply, with only two-thirds of congregations having a 
pastor. Emigration contributes substantially to this, so that a much younger and less-
experienced generation of leaders is forced to emerge. Pray for these: 
a) The 35 Bible colleges, with more than 1,200 students, have shaped the outlook of 
many thousands of former students now pastoring, ministering or in the laity. 
b) Key seminaries, such as the Alliance Bible Seminary, the Baptist Theological 
Seminary and the China Graduate School of Theology. 
Commitment to missions is high, with around 60% of congregations consistently 
engaged in or supporting mission activity. Pray for: 
a) Wisdom in serving the burgeoning Church in the PRC. Many congregations, 
ministries, colleges and seminaries long to facilitate further growth, maturation and 
training of the mainland Church, which already dwarfs Hong Kong’s Church in size but 
not in history or resources. Many Hong Kong churches and ministries believe that their 
role is to support the massive missions movement emerging from mainland China. 
b) The Hong Kong Association of Christian Missions is a focal coordinating point for 
30 agencies, 15 denominations and many congregations that are channelling over 400 
missionaries overseas. 
c) The foreign mission body in Hong Kong has significantly reduced as HK and PRC 
Churches mature and take on a greater ministry load and as organizations relocate 
their regional offices away from Hong Kong. But many expats remain here in a host of 
roles – from church planting to media to PRC-focused work. 

 


